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growth in agriculture could not be very rapid. This attitude has
by and large been frozen in peoples' minds almost as a religious
belief. But is it justified ?
The development of agricultural technique is a much more
recent phenomenon than that of industrial technique. The so-
called 17th and 18th century revolution in agriculture was in the
main a social revolution, and improvements in techniques hardly
went beyond the stage of adaptation of crop rotations, introduction
of root crops, drainage of heavy soils and some improvements
in the practice of hoeing and drilling. These were the centuries
of what came to be known as gentlemen farmers and landlords
who studied and practised improved agriculture. Tull and
Townshend had introduced new thoughts on crop rotation.
Arthur Young, the famous author of A Course of Experimental
Agriculture published in 1770, became the secretary of the
Board of Agriculture when it was established in 1793. He tried
to popularise the technical literature on improved farming. Bakewell
was responsible for bringing about considerable improvements
in animal husbandry through improved breeding and feeding.
The influence of all these improvements on output however was
rather limited.
The real revolution in agricultural technique, yet in an experi-
mental stage, began only in the second half of the 19th century,
its widespread use in north West Europe did not commence much
before the end of the last century. Justus von Liebig began his
experiments on plant growth in the forties of the last century.
In Britain Sir John B. Lawe also demonstrated the possibilities of
raising yields through the use of fertilizers. In the last 20 years
of the 19th century, however, the amount of super phosphate
applied to the soil was very small even on the best managed farms.
In the rapidly developing countries, nitrates were a rarity and
their use was limited by natural supplies. Synthetic production
of nitrogen was introduced on^iny scale only during the first world
war when Germany was cut off from the nitrogen supplies from
Chile. Classification and analyst of soil and the science of its
enrichment also began mainly in the closing decades of the 19th
century. Similarly the experiments towards evolving new varieties
of seeds and hybrid plants suited to varying conditions of heat,
light, moisture and soil and resistant to frost, pest and disease—

